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Broomfield TIMES
WELCOME TO THE 80TH EDITION OF 
BROOMFIELD TIMES!

Welcome to 2025 – we are celebrating 20 
years of Broomfield Times – our 80th edition 
- please see Ros Smith’s (the first Broomfield 
Times’ Editor) article on page 12. 

There are events in the Village taking place to 
celebrate the 80th VE Day at the Royal British 
Legion and St Mary’s Church.

Thank you to Glyn Wadeson for providing 
this edition’s lovely cover photo – taken 
in January on a rare bright day over Angel 
Meadow!

Also, thanks to Ron Barry for a lovely wintry 
scene taken on the footpath leading from 
Goulton Road toward Church Green (page 
35) – hopefully these wintry days have gone 
now…

Again, thanks to all who contributed to make 
our magazine interesting and informative – 
please let me have any items, news, photos, 
memories, etc. for me to use in future 
editions – either bring into the Parish Office 
(inside Broomfield Village Hall) or email to  
editor@broomfield-pc.gov.uk.

The next copy date is 20th May for the 
summer edition. Thanks. 

Karen Hurrell – Editor 

Remember – British Summer 
Time begins at 1am on Sunday 
30th March – clocks go forward 
one hour
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Call NOW for a FREE quotation

01245 974717
www.danburyfencing.com

 
 

DB Tax & Accountancy 
Local Accountant 

Free Consultation 

01245 633248 
DBTaxAndAccountancy.co.uk 

STEVEN REEVE
DULUX SELECT DECORATOR

Interior ~ Exterior Painting & Decorating 
Wallpapering & Ceramic Tiling

Tel: 01245 441526 Mobile: 07710 295831
Email: stevenreeve1@yahoo.co.uk

High Quality Workmanship
Full Public Liability ~ Free Estimates

Recommended & Guaranteed by Dulux
Established 1987

STEVEN REEVE
DULUX SELECT DECORATOR

Interior ~ Exterior Painting & Decorating 
Wallpapering & Ceramic Tiling

Tel: 01245 441526 Mobile: 07710 295831
Email: stevenreeve1@yahoo.co.uk

High Quality Workmanship
Full Public Liability ~ Free Estimates

Recommended & Guaranteed by Dulux
Established 1987

STEVEN REEVE
DULUX SELECT DECORATOR

Interior ~ Exterior Painting & Decorating 
Wallpapering & Ceramic Tiling

Tel: 01245 441526 Mobile: 07710 295831
Email: stevenreeve1@yahoo.co.uk

High Quality Workmanship
Full Public Liability ~ Free Estimates

Recommended & Guaranteed by Dulux
Established 1987

To view our T&C’s, please visit our website
www.communityad.co.uk

Have your 
leaflet 
delivered with 
this magazine 
fROM
£65+vat Per 1,000
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Broomfield Parish Council - 158 Main Road Broomfield CM1 7AH Telephone (01245) 441660
Website: www.Broomfield-pc.gov.uk

Clerk: Mark Hembury clerk@broomfield-pc.gov.uk

Deputy Clerk: Nicola Goulter Deputy.clerk@broomfield-pc.gov.uk

Clerk’s Assistant: Karen Hurrell
Planning/Neighbourhood Plan:
Editor Broomfield Times:

planning@broomfield-pc.gov.uk
editor@broomfield-pc.gov.uk

Community 
Events and Grant 
Funding Officer:

Donna Hance EventsandFunding@broomfield-pc.gov.uk

Village Attendant: Steve Earley Broomfield.attendant@broomfield-pc.gov.uk

Broomfield Parish 
Councillors:

Chair: Margaret Bleet
Vice Chair: Jo Bowman
Planning Chair: John Blake
Finance Chair: John Barnes
Village Hall Chair: Jo Bowman 
Environment Chair:
Angie Faulds
Councillors: Gloria Scott
Angela Thomson, Peter Travis
Carol Taylor, Sharon Boreham
David Howell, Adewole Odelana,
Shirley Perera- Morris 

Contact via Clerk: 
clerk@broomfield-pc.gov.uk

Broomfield Village Hall - 158 Main Road Broomfield CM1 7AH. Telephone: (01245) 443902
Website: www.broomfieldvillagehall.com

Village Hall 
Premises Manager:

Stuart Jones Premises.Manager@broomfield-pc.gov.uk 

Administration 
Officer:

Donna Hance bookings@broomfield-pc.gov.uk

Caretakers: Fitzroy Grant
Amy Hance

07919 402862

Other useful contacts:

Chelmsford City 
Councillors:

Mike Steel
Nicola Bugbee
Philip Wilson

Mike.steel@chelmsford.gov.uk
Nicola.BUGBEE@chelmsford.gov.uk
Phillip.WILSON@chelmsford.gov.uk

Essex County 
Councillors:

Mike Steel cllr.mike.steel@essex.gov.uk

Member of 
Parliament:

Kemi Badenoch Kemi.badenoch@mp@parliament.uk
020 7219 1943

Chelmsford City 
Council:

Customer Service Centre 01245 606606

Essex County 
Council:

Customer Service Centre 0345 743 0430

Essex Police: Emergency
Non-emergency
Report a crime on line

999 101 or 01245 491 491
www.essex.police.uk/do-it-online/report-a-crime
chelmsfordcpt@essex.pnn.uk

Broomfield Contacts
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LKG Daughters
Plumbing & Heating Ltd

All your plumbing and 
heating problems. Resolved.

24hr Emergency Callout Service 

  
Call 01245 478111 
07710 358347 

 Visit lkgdaughters.co.uk

West Hanningfield Road, Great Baddow, 
Chelmsford, Essex, CM2 7SY

● Wild Bird Seed
● Fire Pits
● Water Feature
● Coal Logs
● Kindling 

Delivery Available 7 Days a week 
01245 465 895 

www.potshopgardencentre.co.uk 
Find us on Facebook: 

Pot Shop Garden Centre  

Flowers By Candice  
Florist for All Occasions 

www.flowersbycandice.co.uk 

Come and Visit!

Flogas
All Composts

Bulk & Pre-packed Aggregates

Damases Lane, Boreham, Chelsmford, CM3 3AL 

Pot Shop Garden Centre 
& 

Pet Supplies 
Quality Plants 

EMERGENCY
CALL OUT

24/7

O�ce: 01245 767 989
Mobile: 07533 284 748

essexprestigedoorsltd.co.uk  

Premier Roller Garage Doors 
Including Sectional Doors. 

 15 Year Colour Warranty
 7 Year Motor Warranty
 5 Year Control Panel Warranty

Tel: 07920 742556 
Email: baddowelectrical@gmail.com 

Please contact us for a competitive, no obligation quote. 

Services Include
Rewires & electrical installations, 
Electrical testing, Inspection & 
certification, Security lighting & 
alarms, CCTV installation, PAT 
testing, Fault finding, LED & 
garden lighting. 

Over
30 Years’

Experience 

BADDOWELECTRICALSERVICES

# 07710 538953
m 01245 248992
k info@doctorwindow.co.uk
1 www.doctorwindow.co.uk
DAN GILBERT

Glazing &
Window Repairs



How To Recycle Locally:
Guide Dogs for the Blind Glynis & Brian 
Worboys - 5 Butlers Close Broomfield 
•	 Used stamps
•	 Foreign Currency
•	 Small home printer cartridges

Please leave on front door in a sealed bag tied 
up (no need to knock). Or leave at Broomfield 
Village Hall for onward transmission

Broomfield Village Hall
•	 Small batteries/Glasses/Pens/stamps
•	 Clothes (charity bin outside)

Paper & Cardboard Sacks are available from 
Broomfield Village Hall

Scout HQ School Lane (place in large skip)
• Wastepaper & Cardboard

LOCAL SUPERMARKETS:

Sainsbury’s White Hart Lane/ Tesco 
Springfield Rd & Princes Rd/ Co-op All 
Branches:
•	 Flexible plastics
•	 Vapes
•	 Water Filters
•	 Batteries
•	 Electrical goods (check with store)

Aldi: 
• Batteries

Morrisons:
• �Bread bags; carrier bags; batteries

Argos takes:
• �Large electrical (non-cooling) appliances; 

TVs & Displays; small electrical appliances; 
portable batteries

John Lewis:
• �Gives members a £5 voucher to recycle five 

empty beauty products

Dunelm: (bin by exit):
•	 Tea Towels, towels, sheets & pillowcases 
•	 Fabric aprons
•	 Curtains
•	 Throws, blankets, duvets & cushion covers
•	 Fabric tablecloths; runners & placements

B & Q (box by exit): 
• Small electrical items
• Light bulbs
• Portable Batteries

Chelmer Village Opticians & Boots High 
Street Chelmer:
• Contact lenses

Refill at 22 Bond St (near John Lewis): 
• Accepts empty pill blister packs

Chelmsford Recycling Centre
Book a slot – 0345 743 0430
www.loveessex.org
Large Item Collection from doorstep - £30 first 
item £13.20 each additional item
To book 01245 615800 
•	 Large electrical items
•	 DIY & garden waste/wood & timber/paint
•	 Tyres (on or off rim)/car batteries/oil
•	� Books/clothing/batteries/cardboard/light 

bulbs & fluorescent tubes/glass/printer 
cartridges/paper

Parish Council

Broomfield TIMES6
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support@mister-pc.co.uk | www.mister-pc.co.uk
Call 07786 291 392 today for more information

Serving Chelmsford, Essex & 
Surrounding Areas. We are a team of 

highly motivated I.T. professionals 
with over 30 years’ experience in 
analysing, diagnosing and solving 

computer and computing related issues.
• No Call Out Charge

• Discount For New Clients
• No Fix No Fee

• Home Visits Available
• Small Business Support

• Bespoke Computers Built
Including Gaming PC's

Doors • 
Windows • 

Lantern Roofs • 
Conservatories • 

Bi-Folding Doors • 
Composite Doors • 

Unit 6, Montpeliers Farm, Margaretting Road, Writtle, Chelmsford CM1 3PJ

Tel: 01245 248066
Email: sales@tritecwindows.co.uk

Website: www.tritecwindows.co.uk

• Manufacturers And Installers
• Celebrating 22 Years’ Of Trading
• Friendly, Professional Sta�
• High Security Products
• 10 Year Guarantee

VINTAGE &
MAKERS MARKETS

VINTAGE &
MAKERS MARKETS

10AM- 3PM
FREE ENTRY!
@dancingponyevents

Local, small businesses selling vintage, retro and
handmade items 

SATURDAY 11TH OCTOBER

SATURDAY 12TH APRIL
ANGEL PAVILLION, BROOMFIELD, 

CM1 7AH

WRITTLE CHRISTIAN CENTRE, 
OFF WRITTLE GREEN,CM1 3DT

Scan the
QR code for
full details

and for our
socials!

SATURDAY 5TH JULY

CHELMSFORD SOCIAL CLUB 
(BEHIND TESCO), CM2 6JG

SATURDAY 29TH NOVEMBER
WRITTLE CHRISTIAN CENTRE, 
OFF WRITTLE GREEN,CM1 3DT

dancing.pony@hotmail.com

� Help strengthen local economy
� Create more quality jobs
� Reduce impact on climate change
� Keep the community unique
� Receive better service
� Encourage local prosperity
� Support local charities and community groups

Why Shop Local? 



Chairman’s News 
As I write today, in 
late February, we have 
sunshine at last. 

The spring bulbs 
are showing at the 
Village Hall, and in the 

Community Garden, sunshine and flowers 
are very welcome. Nature gives us our anchor 
when the world is looking very strange, our 
community becomes more important to us. 

We are a good community here in Broomfield 
Village. Many aspects are displayed clearly in 
this magazine; the scouts, the football club, 
the churches, the book club, the list goes on.

For the past nine years people in this 
community have been working on our 
Neighbourhood Plan. A Referendum was held, 
and we have a positive result. We are now 
the proud possessors of a Neighbourhood 
Plan. Many thanks to Cllr John Blake who 
has dedicated much of the last nine years to 
producing it, his team of volunteers and the 
members of staff who have worked hard on it. 
Please visit: www.broomfieldnp.org.uk.

Now we are working to implement the plan. 
We are very carefully deciding our priorities 
and where we can access funding for the 
various projects. We are constantly looking at 
ways to enhance our village.

Please see the wayfinding sign which has been 
produced by local artist Barry Renwick, Jo 
Bowman and Stuart Jones all contributed to 
the delightful artwork you see on page 14.

Our new noticeboards and signs have arrived 
and will be in place in the coming weeks. 

You may have heard that the government 
has launched a consultation on devolution 
in Essex. What is devolution? Here is the 
website to access more information and to 
the consultation. Please take part, your voice 
needs to be heard:
www.essex.gov.uk/about-council/
plans-and-strategies/our-vision-essex/
devolution-and-local-government-
reorganisation.

Enjoy spring and have a look at the new events 
which are taking place at the Village Hall – you 
are very welcome to all of them with very best 
wishes.

Cllr Margaret Bleet

Parish Council

8 www.broomfield-pc.gov.uk
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01245 917 536 • 07929 403 988
www.homesecuresolutions.co.uk
info@homesecuresolutions.co.uk

omesecure
solutionsLimited

Roller shutter garage doors.
Electric operation remote controlled.

Supplied, installed and repaired.
Space saving and thermally insulating. Smooth running. 

Various colour choices available.

Price
s 

fro
m £895.00

 NEW TYRES
PART WORN TYRES

NEW TYRES

TRACKING

CAR TYRES

CROSSOVER TYRES

4x4 TYRES

VAN TYRES

Unit 4 Navigation Road, Chelmsford CM2 6HE
Call: 01245 252 626

143 London Rd, Stanford Rivers, Ongar CM5 9PP
Call: 01277 365 420

PUNCTURE AND DAMAGE
TYRES REPAIR SPECIALIST

Visit us on Facebook

Check our website for details of
our LIFETIME GUARANTEE on 
part-worn tyres:
www.tyresaversukltd.co.uk

Claim your ���� online business listing on 
the CommunityAd business directory today!

www.communityad.co.uk/add-your-business

Get your business listed and help direct more 
locals to your business.



Environment 
Report
The Environment 
Committee have been 
busy this Winter reviewing 
some of our fixtures and 
fittings. 

New lights outside on the path by the 
playground and at the other end of the car 
park are designed to make walking around 
after dark much easier.

We have also 
repaired vandalism 
to the bike shelter 
and secured a new 
bin at the bus shelter 
near the hospital. We 
are maintaining the 

playground to a high standard of safety.

The recent storms caused damage to a tree on 
Parsonage Green, which has now been made 
safe. 

New baby guelder rose trees have also been 
added to Parsonage Green, which we hope will 
thrive.

Work has been undertaken to improve the 
little pond in Centenary Wood, and new trees 
for life have been delivered to homes and 
planted in David Smith Field, dependant on 
the parents’ choice. If you have a baby born in 
2024 and living in the village, you could apply 
to me at the Parish Council for either a small 
fruit tree for your house or a woodland tree for 
the field which would bear your baby’s name. 

New signage for the 
fields at the Village Hall 
will be coming soon, 
and we are applying 
for a Green Flag for our 
park.

Remember, whenever 
you finish with a pen, 
we can recycle them in 
the hall!

Neighbourhood Plan - Thank 
you!
Thank you for having your say in the
Broomfield Neighbourhood Plan 
Referendum

The Results:

The Plan has now been adopted by the City 
Council.

This means planning decisions in Broomfield 
will be based on the policies in our 
Neighbourhood Plan, alongside Chelmsford’s 
Local Plan and national planning rules. 

These policies include:
• �Giving greater protection to Broomfield’s 

countryside

• �Protecting designated green spaces in and 
around the village

• �Opening the way for 2 new public open 
spaces, alongside new community facilities

• �3 new Special Character Areas around Angel 
Green, Parsonage Green and Broomfield Mill

• �And much more – see 
www.broomfieldnp.org.uk for details.

Thanks to everyone who’s helped to shape our 
Plan over the last few years!

Parish Council
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John Nicholson

07597 851000

Carpenter
Painting & Decorating
Handyman
Flat Pack Assembly
Doors Hung
And More...

Seventh generation family members

www.tpennackandsons.com
Email: office@tpennackandsons.com

01245 347 345 | 07957 861 320 | info@anhill.co.uk 
www.anhillandson.co.uk 

Family-Run Business  | Many Years’ Experience
First Class Service 

Home Extensions  | Loft & Garage Conversions  | Home Improvements | External Works

A.N Hill & SON offers comprehensive building and maintenance services.  From 
construction planning to repair and maintenance across Chelmsford and Mid Essex Area   

We can also help you maintain or improve your property, including decorating, new 
kitchen/bathroom,  or carrying out routine and emergency maintenance. 



What a milestone to reach for our local magazine! 
It was borne out 
of the Broomfield 
Parish Plan that 
was published in 
2005 following 
months’ worth 
of deliberation 
and consultation 
around the 
village – the first 
of many such 
exercises, with the 
Neighbourhood 
Plan being the 
latest.

It was one of the Government’s ideas to 
enhance local democracy and to have a Parish 
newsletter so, having been on the Parish Plan 
Committee, but not yet a Parish Councillor, 
I offered to create and edit our version. The 
occasion of the 110th year of the Parish 
Council was apt too. Broomfield Times seemed 
an obvious title that could incorporate both 
news and nostalgia. It would be published 
quarterly so that it could be used to advertise 
events as well as to report on them, unlike 
the earlier Broomfield Magazine that was only 
published annually and was hence mainly 
history based. 

Early editions included articles on Broomfield’s 
history and natural history, with contributions 
variously invited from local experts. In its 
original A4 format there was more scope for 
fuller articles. I well remember (pun intended) 
an article I wrote about the well in the 
churchyard that I took photos of when the 
cover was removed. 

It stimulated people around the village to 
write in with accounts of the wells in their 
gardens that had been the sole water supply 
in the village in the ‘olden days’. Then there was 
the debate about whether it was a greater or 
lesser spotted woodpecker that was spotted in 
the hedge. People were proud to collect each 
edition and to ‘have something to show for 
their Parish rate’!

Although the publication has diminished in 
size and increased in adverts to pay for itself, it 
is still valued as a roundup of what the Parish 
Council is up to as well as being a showcase for 
all the village has to offer.

Long may it continue.

Ros Mercer (first Editor of BT) 

Celebrating the 80th Edition 
and 20 years of Broomfield
Times!

Parish Council

2015 2017 2019 2024

2005

www.broomfield-pc.gov.ukBroomfield TIMES12
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Prime Quality
British Meat

Tuesday – Friday 9am – 5pm
Saturday – 9am – 4pm | Sundays / Mondays closed

01245 292100 
fennwright.co.uk

If you’re considering 
moving or would like 
some advice, pop in and 
see us on Duke Street and 
find out why clients 
regularly give us five star 
reviews.

Residential Sales     Lettings     
Commercial     Property Surveyors
Farms & Estates     Water & Leisure

Quality Care in Your Home Ensuring Comfort and Independence

DO YOU NEED HELP WITH CARE IN YOUR HOME?
A1 HOME CARE can help you to live and remain independent in the comfort of your own home. 

For Exceptional 
In-Home Support 
Contact us Now

Chelmsford 01245 354774  
a1homecareltd.co.uk

A1 Home Care provides the best quality care and support for all our service users. 

trained and have undergone an enhanced DBS check, to ensure you or your 
loved ones are treated with the dignity and the respect you truly deserve.

Personal Care
Food preparation and 
assistance with feeding
Companionship
Night care
Dementia care
Live in care
Housekeeping, shopping
Trips out

For Exceptional 
In-Home Support 
Contact us Now

Chelmsford 01245 354774  
a1homecareltd.co.uk
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Able Property Maintenance
Your local firm with over 40 years’ experience

07870 849725 • ableceilings@gmail.com
www.ableceilings-chelmsford.co.uk 

For a free, no obligation quote, call 

ALL INSURANCE WORK WELCOME
Ceiling repair, wallpapering
& decorating work
Internal and External Painting 
Electrical Plumbing | Brickwork
Plastering
Tree Surgery | Fencing | Patios    
All Construction And Refurbishments 

Internal and External Painting 
Electrical Plumbing | Brickwork
Plastering
Tree Surgery | Fencing | Patios
All Construction And Refurbishments 

A.G. GLASS
WINDOWS, DOORS, GLASS & GLAZING 

Supplier & Installers of 
UPVC Windows & Doors

• Solid Wood
 Composite Doors

• Emergency Repairs

• Misted Units 
 Replaced

• Glass Cut 
 While-U-Wait

• Fascias, Soffits 
 & Guttering

• Aluminium  
 Secondary Glazing

Braintree

01376 323700
E: a.g.glass@btconnect.com

Find us on Facebook – A G Glass & Windows

Your local family run MOT test centre and garage services

Call us on: 01245 464 869
Email: service@slpautos.co.uk

www.slpautos.co.uk

Visit our Bosch Approved Service Centre at:
Unit 10, Boreham Industrial Estate, Waltham Road, Boreham, Chelmsford, Essex CM3 3AW

✔ MOT tests
✔ Repairs
✔ Servicing

✔ Motorcyle MOTs
✔ Cars & light commercial
✔ Bosch quality standards

✔ A�ordable services

To advertise please call
01843 523030

or email
info@communityad.co.uk



Update from your 
County Cllr, Mike 
Steel, on Devolution 
and Unitary Councils 
You may have read in the 
press about Devolution and 

Unitary Councils, and be wondering what it 
is all about? 

The point of devolution was a simplistic 
devolution of powers (such as bus franchising) 
from Central Govt to the County Council, 
which would bring decision making closer to 
the electorate. Whereas, Local Govt Reform 
(LGR)/Unitary Councils is about replacing Essex 
County Council (ECC), 2 existing Unitaries 
(Southend and Thurrock) and 15 District 
Councils (such as Chelmsford City Council 
CCC) with 3, 4, or 5 Unitary Councils – which 
cover all the responsibilities of ECC and the 
District Councils. So, instead of there being 
one County Council responsible for Roads, 
Social Care, Education, Children’s services, 
etc) with 15 District Councils (Planning, Waste 
Collection, Housing etc), Essex would be split 
into a small number of Unitary Councils, each 
having responsibility for all these services. 

So, CCC will need to merge with some of its 
neighbouring towns, yet to be determined). 
The number of Unitaries hasn’t been 
determined yet – it is aimed at around 500,000 
people per unitary. The other change will be 
that there will be a directly elected Mayor, not 
for each Unitary, but a single one across all of 
Essex. The Mayor will also take on the role of 
the Police Commissioner. In order to do this, 
the May 2025 County Council elections have 
to be postponed by a year. The reality is that a 
year isn’t enough, and further legislation will 
be required to postpone further. 

So, the best prediction at the moment is that:

For me, this means that I was expecting to 
have to stand again for ECC in May 2025, but I 
won’t and I probably have a 3 year extension. 

As a City Cllr for Broomfield and the Walthams, 
I would have also had to stand for election in 
May 2027, but I will likely get a year extension 
on that. I know many people feel that this is a 
suspension of democracy, but the overriding 
factor seems to be that if we don’t sign up to 
this approach, we will have it done to us! 

I reserve judgement on the whole concept! 
Chelmsford City Council, whether under 
the Conservatives, or Lib-Dems, is one of 
the better managed authorities, with good 
services and low debt. Many of the other 
councils carry a large debt and this is likely to 
be shared out. However, I can see the benefit 
of Unitaries, after all as an ECC, CCC, and PC 
Cllr, I personally operate as one. But this is all 
going to be a big upheaval, and you might 
have detected that I’m not a big fan of the 
direction we are going in!

May 2025 – ECC elections postponed by 
at least a year. Further extensions will be 

required and Cllrs will probably serve another 
3 years until March 2028

May 2026 – elections for cross-Essex Mayor

May 2027 – CCC elections postponed for a 
year

May 2027 - Unitary Councils “shadow” 
elections, ready to take control in March 2028. 
They will spend their first year setting up the 

organisation and budgets, 

March 2028 - ECC, Southend & Thurrock 
Unitaries and all the 15 District Councils 
abolished and replaced by TBD Unitary 

Councils

Parish Council

Broomfield TIMES16



News from MP 
Kemi Badenoch 
Speaking to businesses 
and communities in 
Broomfield and across 
Northwest Essex, the 
message is clear – this 

Government does not understand the 
issues we are facing. 

Small businesses have told me they may not 
survive as a result of the changes to employer 
National Insurance. It will cause challenges 
for local charities and hospices like Farleigh 
Hospice in Broomfield and local pubs like The 
Angel and The Kings Arms on Main Road. 

The changes announced at the budget to 
inheritance tax will affect local farmers across 
Chelmsford, particularly in the more rural 
areas I represent, they are worried about their 
livelihoods. 

Pensioners have lost their winter fuel 
payments, over 18,000 across our constituency, 
and this is despite the Government being 
urged to reinstate.

Another pressing concern for residents is 
National Grid’s proposals for overhead pylons. 
Despite a cost-comparable underground 
alternative being pushed for by residents and 
Conservative MPs across East Anglia National 
Grid and the Government will not listen. 

My role as your MP and Leader of the 
Opposition is to hold the Government to 
account, representing resident’s concerns and 
ensuring our communities are heard.

The Government must start listening. 
Northwest Essex deserves better.

Kemi Badenoch 
Member of Parliament for Northwest Essex

Parish Council
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The pond and stream in 
Centenary Wood have been 
cleared as the first phase of 
our project is undertaken, if 
you are visiting the woods can 
you please be mindful of the 
new planting that is about to 
happen. 

Whilst the gardens have been waking up, the 
Village Hall has been vibrant and busy, we 
have introduced new groups to our timetable, 
such as adult and family karate and a new 
Pilates class that is coming very soon. 

The Carers Group on a 
Friday has brought on 
a whole new meaning 
to ‘feel good Friday’ 
and many positive 
comments of ‘I can 
face the weekend 
feeling refreshed and 
relaxed’ and ‘I never 

knew craft would relax me so 
much that I can easily focus on 
me and my needs’ - I am pleased 
that our group will continue to 
run once our grant funding has 
expired in April albeit with a few 
minor changes.

The Men’s Shed have received a wonderful 
cheque from Cottage Gardeners which is 
amazing and will support us for the coming 
year. The guys have been busy making bird 
boxes and bug hotels, planters and chopping 
boards which have been sold to our local 

community, if anyone would like more 
information on the Shed please contact 
eventsandfunding@broomfield-pc.gov.uk.

Donna Hance

Broomfield Events 
Our first daffodil opened this week at the Village Hall and 
its given us a real spring boost, our Village Attendant has 
now spread new bark over our community garden, our 
Cllr Boreham has been weeding and sprucing the raised 
beds and we have been discussing the plants 
for this year. 

Village Events
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£12 
PA Y  A S Y O U G O

£4 4
BLO C K O F

 4  C LA SSES

KARATE-DO
SHOTOKAI

fitness, self-defence and well-being.

Every Thursday 7 pm - 9 pm this 2025 

MORE INFORMATION
VENUE: Broomfield Village Hall, 158 Main Rd,
Chelmsford, Essex, CM1 7AH

A MARTIAL ART BRINGING:

OPEN TO AGES 16 TO 90+ 
BOTH BEGINNERS AND
EXPERIENCED PRACTITIONERS
WELCOME

OUR TRADITIONAL FORM OF 
KARATE HAS COME TO CHELMSFORD!

Please register and share questions via email:
chelmsfordkaratedoshotokai@gmail.com

LEARN MORE ABOUT KDS:
https://www.karatedoshotokai.com

FIRST PRACTICE: £5 [full details of KDS membership fee
and hall fee to be provided on first night of practice]

Village Events

find us on Facebook Broomfield TIMES 19



Broomfield & District U3A
We are part of a nation-wide organisation 
run for the benefit of retired, semi-retired 
and newly-retired individuals, or anyone 
with the time available to participate in 
various group activities.

The groups are organized 
for the active participation 
of individuals with 
like-minded people 
with a common interest 
in a friendly and open 
environment. Example 
groups run by Broomfield 
include Photography, 
Book Club, Badminton, 
Walking, Ten Pin Bowling, 
Art Appreciation, Beer 
Appreciation, Bus Pass, 

Canasta, Gardening, Geology, Health Matters, 
Lacemaking, Natural History, Scrabble, Table 
Tennis, Tai Chi & Ukulele.

In addition, the whole membership is invited 
to meet on every second Wednesday of the 
month at Broomfield Village Hall at 1:45pm to 
listen to a topic speaker and enjoy a cup of tea, 
coffee, and biscuits.

If you’re interested in joining, one way is to 
come along to one of the talks, where you can 
meet some of our members and pick up an 
application form at the same time.

You can look us up on our website: 
broomfield.u3asite.uk. 

We would love to hear from you.

Knit n Natter (Broomfield Village 
Hall) 
Following the January break Knit and 
Natter held their first get together of 2025 
in Broomfield Village Hall in February and 
over 40 ladies came along. 

These afternoons are very well supported, and 
many new friendships have been made with 
like-minded ladies. Why not come along to 
one (or both) of our next couple of Wednesday 
afternoons: March 19th and April 16th, just £3 
and you get free tea and biscuits - and a good 
natter!

Broomfield Coach Trips continue to roll along 
with support not only from Broomfield residents 
but from people all over the area. 2024 finished 
with 113 coach trips and already in 2025 over 
100 coach trips are booked along with holidays. 
Already two holidays are planned for 2026: 
Another Warners break and we hope to go on 
The Coronation Street Tour, Cadbury World and 
a visit to Bakewell on another three-day break.

Our social nights are also a tremendous 
success - the second Drag Queen Night in 
February was a sell-out and we have arranged 
for the 'Queens' to come back in 2026... a 
social dinner at The Angel takes place in May 
and two functions at The County Hotel are 
coming up. Again many new friendships have 
been made on our coaches and we are always 
pleased to see new faces. 

If you would like a list of the trips, simply 
send an email to rayspiller@aol.com or 
phone 01245 512997 and we can pop a copy 
through your letterbox. So don't stay at home 
- come on a coach trip and see what we have 
to offer.

Village Events

UPCOMING TALKS AND EVENTS
 

9th April 2025 
 ‘Insights of a Provincial Auctioneer’

 

14th May 2025 
‘Great British Gardens’

www.broomfield-pc.gov.ukBroomfield TIMES20



Ask me about our 
fantastic Energy 
Saving Glass.

Save Money With Cloudy2Clear. 
Your Local Glazing Experts!
As the foremost domestic 
glass replacement company 
in the UK for more than 18 
years, Cloudy2Clear Windows 
are the leading name in the 
industry. There is now no 
need for you to risk your 
windows by using the dreaded 
double glazing cowboy down 
the street. You can join over 
340,000 happy customers and 
replace your glass ethically 
and affordably. If you have 
a failed glass unit it may 
not provide you with the 
protection you need, or be 
as energy-efficient as it once 
was. Why not take a minute 
to check your home to see 
if any double glazing has 
failed? Taking action now 
can prevent future financial 
problems.

When talking to the Manager 
of Cloudy2Clear Chris Miller 
it became evident that the 
value of saving their customers 

money has been held dear for 
a number of years. In addition 
since starting the business 
in 2005, Cloudy2Clear have 
committed to supporting the 
local community by providing 
a service that saves the public 
both time and money.

The Cloudy2Clear service only 
requires the glass to be replaced 
and not the whole window 
once the unit has failed. Chris 
commented “By doing this we 
make the customer considerable 
savings and there is much less 
upheaval in the family home. 
Also, whether communities find 
themselves in a financial crisis 
or not, saving money when you 
don’t need to waste it is always 
the sensible option, and our 
service does just that”.

For a free quotation please 
call 0800 61 21 118 or visit 
www.cloudy2clearwindows.co.uk

www.cloudy2clearwindows.co.uk 



Sustainable & Wildlife Gardening
Isn’t gardening already sustainable & 
helping our wildlife? 

Well, not always. Chemicals, immaculate lawns 
& high fences may make areas look stunning 
to us, but wildlife will suffer. If wildlife suffers, 
we too will hurt. Around 87% of UK households 
have gardens in some form & together this 
covers 433,000 hectares and that is a fifth the 
size of Wales! A huge potential to get green! 

Wildlife, particularly in an urban environment 
needs a helping hand, and the opportunity 
to make a positive impact has never been 
greater. There are plenty of simple measures 
you can take, whether you have an acre of land 
or a place for a window box. 

• �Planting Practices – go for single or semi-
double flowers to attract bees and insects. 
Avoid double blooms with lots of petals as 
these are harder for pollinators to access. 
Remember to collect the seeds, saving 
money and reducing pot waste. Go for a 
mosaic mowing regime, leaving some wild.

• �Food Supplies – plant for nectar and pollen 
throughout the year and not just spring and 
summer. Do not de-head all flowers; a lot of 
perennial seed heads provide food for birds 
over the winter. Remember to provide extra 
food too.

• �Water Suppliers – capturing rain through 
water butts; can be placed beneath sheds/
roofs with downpipes. Drip-trays beneath 
pots can collect drainage and wood 
chip mulch around plants reduces soil 
evaporation. 

• �Making habitats – untidy areas are great! 
Shrubs, leaf and log piles, dead wood, broken 
pots or tiles all work. Making bird or bat 
boxes, hedgehog homes and leaving a 13cm 
x 13cm gap in fences will connectivity. 

• �Pest Control – pesticides and herbicides can 
indirectly poison wildlife and reduce food 
sources. Avoid chemicals, wherever possible. 
Try wool pellets, salt, seaweed, broken egg 
shells or coffee grounds for slugs. 

Our lifestyles are important and all changes 
make a difference. With small changes, our 
gardens & green areas can provide relaxation 
not only for ourselves, but for our surrounding 
wildlife too! 

Written by David Jackson, Sustainability 
Professional

Follow my socials Insta and TikTok for more 
@david_ecolife.

Community
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gkstreecardltd@hotmail.com

GKS Tree Care LtdGKS Tree Care Ltd

Gary - 07971 696375
Emmet - 07544 923801

Office -  01245 496758

All domes�c works undertaken, including:
Electrical rewires / Kitchen, bathroom and extension works

Electrical tes�ng / Outside ligh�ng / EV chargers
Do you want to reduce your energy bills drama�cally?

We can install solar PV and ba�ery storage
Call us today for a free quote!
01245 362176 / 07790 328226
info@mtelectricalcontractors.co.uk

mtelectricalessex

Al-Anon 
Family  
Groups

you are not   
ALONE
Help and hope for families and 
friends of problem drinkers

Con�dential Helpline 
0800 0086 811



News from Broomfield Hospital 
A donation of £2,000 
from the wonderful 
Chelmsford Lions 
Club has helped 
enhance the 
children’s play 
area at St Andrew’s 

Outpatients department at Broomfield 
Hospital.

The newly transformed waiting room now 
offers a brighter, more welcoming space 
for young patients, with murals, toys, and a 
calming bubble tower to help ease their time 
at the hospital. 

GLORIA NICHOLS’ FUNDRAISING FOR 
BROOMFIELD HOSPITAL’S RENAL UNIT

Gloria Nichols, a patient at Broomfield 
Hospital’s renal unit for over 11 years, has 
raised £15,000 for an additional dialysis 
machine, enhancing care for both staff and 
patients. 

Gloria organised 
her fundraising 
campaign with 
support from 
her own Rotary 
Club (‘Brentwood 

Breakfast’ and ‘Shenfield and District’) as well as 
other Rotary Clubs from district 1240, Kidney 
Care UK, and from other generous individual 
donors. Surplus funds from Gloria’s Broomfield 
Hospital campaign are set to help even more 
renal patients, supporting their wellbeing 
through regular raffles and annual day trips. 

Well-known for her fundraising efforts, in 
addition to being the president of her local 
Women’s Institute, Gloria’s an ambassador 
for Mary’s Meals; an impressive initiative that 
feeds over 2.5 million under privileged children 
and has also provided several blood pressure 
monitors to hospitals in Sri Lanka. Gloria’s 
efforts continue to make a lasting impact on 
the renal unit and its patients, demonstrating 
the power of community and compassion.

Farleigh Hospice’s

Register online 
farleighhospice.org/walk
For more information, call the Fundraising Team 
on 01245 457411 or email us at fundraising@farleighhospice.org

Sunday 11 May 2025
12km and 24km routes

SCAN ME
to register

It is because you care that we can
www.farleighhospice.org

Charity Registration No. 284670

 Broomfield Cottage
Gardeners’ Society 

Charity Plant Sale 
Sunday 18th May 

10am—12 noon 
The Barn, Broomfield Allotments, between 

149 & 151 Main Road,  Broomfield. 

www.broomfieldcottagegardenerssociety.co.uk
 

Come along to the sale
to  browse and buy from

the wide selection of
 plants available. 

If you have any spare 
plants or seedlings please 

bring them along to the 
barn on either Friday 16th
May between 10am and 
11am or before 9:30am 
on the day of the sale.

 
    All Welcome  

Our Charity for 2025 is Essex Search and Rescue
 

Community
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We are a family run business with over 25 years of vast knowledge and experience in 
the roo�ng industry. We pride ourselves on the quality of our roo�ng services and 
work closely with our customers to ensure complete satisfaction and peace of mind.

SERVING CHELMSFORD AND ALL OF ESSEX 

• NEW ROOFS
• FLAT ROOFS
• ROOF REPAIRS
• GUTTERING
• CHIMNEYS & LEADWORK
• MOSS REMOVAL

Essex: 01245 898422  |  Onsite: 07719 146043  |  unityroo�ngltd@gmail.com 
GET A QUOTE!

5 STAR RATED!

����������������������������
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Thursday 8th May 8pm
Lucy Wild, vintage singer

Saturday 10th May 8pm
Cross Roads rock n roll band

playing 60s & 70s music

Sunday 11th May 8pm
BIG Bingo

Everyone Welcome



Please support your church 
Check out our website and Facebook page 
where you will see what is on every week 
including these special events.

SOCIAL EVENT DATES FOR 2025
28th March – Quiz Night
12th April – People & Stone Talk
10th May – VE Themed May Fayre
17th /24th May – People & Stone Talk: 
Broomfield at War
Day TBC June – Songs of Praise
14th July Open Garden
13th September – Ride & Stride & Gift 
Weekend
Sept/Oct day TBC – Quiz Night
September Day TBC –People & Stone Talk
8th November – People & Stone Talk
29th November – Christmas Fayre

Please (if you can) any donations 
to the QR Code attached would be 
greatly received. 
Thank You & God Bless. 

www.stmarybroomfield.org 
www.facebook.com/stmary.broomfield 

 

Community
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Give the gift of a brighter future

As a thank for your monthly donation, you will receive

Your very own handmade, native bag of 
Beebombs to sow in the Spring for flowering in 
the Summer.

A special thank you print to frame. 

Updates on how your donation is changing lives.

Your gift of a donation is vital in helping to give
a brighter tomorrow to young people living with cancer 

Your regular gift of just £5 a month could go towards supporting young cancer patients through our Care Packages,
Age-Appropriate Rooms in hospitals and Research.

www.tombowdidgefoundation.org | 07771 646654 |  
9 Firmins Court, West Bergholt, Colchester, Essex, CO6 3BQ – Registered charity in England and 
Wales 1156553

Not only will you be giving a brighter future to teenagers and young adults with cancer but
also a future to bees, wildlife, and the environment.

Community
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News from Farleigh Hospice
Farleigh Hospice has many exciting events 
for you to enjoy over the next few months. 
www.farleighhospice.org/events

HERE ARE SOME HIGHLIGHTS

‘LOVE FARLEIGH’ APPEAL  
Farleigh Hospice provides specialist palliative 
and end of life care and support to adults 
affected by life-limiting illnesses and their 
families and carers. It also helps bereaved 
children and adults. This charity provides 
these much-needed services in Chelmsford 
and across mid Essex free of charge and relies 
on public support. If you would like to give a 
donation to Farleigh’s spring appeal and show 
your love for your local hospice, go to 
www.farleighhospice.org/lovefarleigh 
or call 01245 457351.

WALK FOR LIFE 
Sunday 11th May: Join Farleigh’s popular 
walk through the beautiful countryside along 
the towpath of the Chelmer and Blackwater 
navigation. Choose between the 12km ramble 
from Paper Mill Lock, Little Baddow and the 

more demanding 24km route that starts at 
Heybridge Basin. Both finish at the Teledyne 
e2v offices in Waterhouse Lane, Chelmsford. 
Sign up now at 
www.farleighhospice.org/walk.

‘THIS IS 
HOSPICE CARE’ 
CAMPAIGN
Farleigh is 
excited to be part 
of the national 
‘This is Hospice 
Care’ campaign, 
organised by 
Hospice UK. It 

raises awareness of the wide range of care and 
support that hospice charities provide in their 
local communities for people who have been 
told that there is no cure for their illness. 

The campaign also shows the impact you can 
have by leaving a legacy gift – big or small 
– to Farleigh Hospice in your will. For more 
information, please go to 
www.farleighhospice.org/legacy.

BUZZ IN THE CITY – SUMMER 2025 
This summer, a swarm of colourful giant 
and mini bee sculptures will be landing in 
Chelmsford’s streets and parks! Each one 
will be decorated with a unique design and 
installed at a place of interest to form the Buzz 
in the City art trail. This fun, free, 
family-friendly event is a great way to discover 
exciting areas of Chelmsford, while supporting 
Farleigh Hospice - www.buzzinthecity.co.uk.

c l a s s i f i e d

THE BEAUTY YARD OFFERS A WIDE RANGE 
OF BEAUTY TREATMENTS

15% OFF ONE TREATMENT
BOOK YOUR APPOINTMENT NOW –

VALID MONDAY TO FRIDAY* 
CALL: 01245 440582 

ONLINE: www.thebeautyyard.co.uk 
324 BROOMFIELD ROAD CM1 4DZ

T&C’S APPLY – NOT ON DISCOUNTED TREATMENTS, 
PMU OR GIFT VOUCHER SALES

Advertise in our 
c l a s s i f i e d section for 

£54+VAT for 3 months. 
Please call 

01843 523030 

www.broomfield-pc.gov.ukBroomfield TIMES28



Walk & Talk Club brought to by 
Engage Fitness Services 
The Club’s mission is simple: to promote 
activity that encourages participates to 
engage in friendly conversation while 
enjoying the benefits of being outdoors 
to help support physical activity, mental 
health, wellbeing and social connection 
through regular walks regardless of age or 
fitness level.

The walks are very casual with the pace set by 
the attendees so no pressure to be super fit. 
The walks are and will always be free to join, 
there is the option for individuals to purchase 
a beverage afterwards if you wish to stay and 
chat. 

Comfortable clothing and suitable footwear 
are recommended, and a bottle of water is 
advised.

WE HAVE 3 WALKS:
• �Mondays 12:15pm meeting at ARU Writtle 

main reception 
• �Wednesdays 9:30am meeting at Cheerful 

Chai, Broomfield
• �Friday 12 noon meeting at The Bootmaker, 

Chelmsford 

Booking is essential and can be done via our 
website www.engagefitnessservices.com.

Helen Rollason Cancer 
Charity News & Events 
Dates for your diary - Some of our most 
popular events will be returning this year. This 
includes the Ride for Helen cycle event on 
Sunday 11th May starting at The Crix Estate in 
Hatfield Peverel. Cycle routes will range from 6 
miles to 100 miles so there will be something 
for everyone; families to experienced cyclists. 
Cyclists will have support, signed routes and 
marshals, and refreshments will be available. 
Book online www.helenrollason.org.uk/
event/ride-for-helen-essex-2025.

There will be two Vintage days out in the 
summer (see dates below) with stalls, live 
entertainment and music, vintage cars and a 
range of caterers. Look on our website 
www.helenrollason.org.uk/events and to 
book tickets for all our events in 2025.

Fancy a challenge?
Do you have a taste for adventure? We have 
lots of challenges - everything from running 
events in the UK to hiking to Everest Base 
Camp or the Great Wall of China.  

Check our website for more information.

Thank you - Many people raise money for 
us, and we couldn’t provide support to those 
living with cancer without those donations. 
Such as the Tiptree Road Runners for raising 
£1,200. Our head of Fundraising was presented 
with a cheque and joined them recently on 
their weekly run. If you would like to know 
more about the support we provide, you can 
call us on 01245 382888.

Dates of upcoming Helen Rollason Cancer 
Charity events:

Saturday 10th May - Donation Day at our 
centre in Hatfield Peverel. Bring along your 
pre-loved items. Parking available. 9am – 

12pm. 
Sunday 11th May – Ride for Helen cycle 

event starting at The Crix in Hatfield Peverel.
Saturday 24th May – Hatfield Peverel Open 

Gardens
Sunday 13th July – Vintage and Makers Day 

at Cressing Temple Barns
Sunday 24th August - Marvellous Vintage 

day out at Layer Marney Tower

Community
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News from 
Broomfield 
Village Care Home 
People living with 

dementia are having their hospital stay 
enhanced, thanks to a new partnership.

Broomfield Village Care Home opened last 
month in a £20m renovated building behind 
Broomfield Hospital, in Chelmsford.

The team behind the 137-bedroom home 
– providing residential care, dementia care, 
nursing care and respite – have spent the last 
year forming relationships with their community.

One partnership is proving beneficial for those 
spending time on the dementia wards of 
Broomfield Hospital. Three activity trolleys have 
been provided for the care of the elderly wards 
and kitted out with distraction toys, colouring 
books, musical instruments, playing cards and 
crossword books to be used by those living with 
dementia during their hospital stays. 

Clair Dade, fundraising co-ordinator for Mid 
and South Essex Hospital Charity, said: “We 
have been speaking to our new neighbours 
at Broomfield Village Care Home since the 
beginning about how the care home can assist 
us with caring for our elderly patients. 

“We are extremely grateful for 
their recent donations; helping us 
to provide what the NHS does not 
have capacity to supply. “Our link 
means the team at Broomfield 
Village can also speak with those people 
working in dementia care at the hospital. Our 
partnership is making a huge difference.” 

The home has also 
provided patients staying 
in hospital over Christmas 
with gifts. The home’s 
activity co-ordinator is 
also going to work with 
residents to get them 

to knit hats for premature babies born at the 
neighbouring hospital.

Local Mums Launch 
Lottery-Funded 
Life Coaching and 
Wellness Programme 

Two local Mums have secured funding 
from National Lottery and Active Essex for 

a life coaching and wellness programme, 
designed to improve wellbeing among 
women in Chelmsford.

A brief internet search brings up an 
overwhelming number of statistics and 
studies providing evidence that women at 
various stages of life are struggling with a 
loss of identity, loneliness and low emotional 
wellbeing. Armed with these statistics and 
accredited qualifications in life coaching, 
Chelmsford-based mums Katie Gauden and 
Kate Nokes decided to create a programme 
that would meet these challenges head on.

The Belong programme seeks to provide 
women with opportunities to form 
friendships; grow greater self-awareness and 
self-confidence; experience life coaching 

for personal development; and try out 
new activities that could develop into new 
community-forming hobbies. Katie Gauden, 
co-creator of Belong, said: “The end goal 
is for participants to complete the course 
feeling more positive about themselves and 
better supported and equipped to live life to 
the full. We will also be looking to recruit a 
Belong Ambassador from each group who will 
encourage ongoing activity and friendship 
among the group long after the programme 
has finished.”

Activities will include mindfulness, an Art & 
Sip session, self-defense, fitness, yoga, vocal 
coaching and a nutritionist & menopause 
session.The next Belong Programme starts on 
Monday 12th May at the Cheerful Chai Cafe in 
Broomfield. There are a maximum of 10 places 
available for each programme, all of which are 
part-funded by the National Lottery and Active 
Essex. Full funding is also available for those 
on benefits or low income. To book a place or 
to find out more about the programme: email 
hello@projectmindempower.org or visit 
Event Brite and search for “Belong Chelmsford”.

Community
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At De Vere Care Partnership we will provide you with a wide selection of
private care services that are specifically tailored to meet your needs.

Tel: 03338 881 310
essex@dvcgroup.co.uk 
Suite 1 Unit 8 Kingsdale Business Centre, Regina Road, Chelmsford CM1 1PE

Our services:
Adult Care Services / Live-in Adult Care in your area

Reablement Care Services | Dementia Home Care Services
Sitting Service | Shopping Services | Support in Community Access

We are dedicated to giving you a friendly, professional and
reliable service for you or your loved ones.

Office Hours/Times:
Monday – Friday:
9:00am – 5:00pm

Village Roofing Services Ltd
Your Local Roofing Specialist

Based in Broomfield
• All types of roofing works undertaken • New Roofs •

• Repairs and general maintenance • Flat Roofs •
• Chimney Repairs and removal • Lead Work •

• All Guttering Works •

07946 242636 | 01245 957069
info@villageroofingservices.co.uk

www.villageroofing.co.uk 



News from Broomfield Library
The Winter Reading Challenge – the 
Dragons’ Adventure – is over for another 
season, and nearly 50 children have 
enjoyed the challenge here at Broomfield, 
be it, for example, creating a den in which 
to read, or having a reading competition 
with friends and family.

Over February half-term, the library welcomed 
a team from Explore Learning, who offered 
two hour-long workshops in Maths and 
English for primary children.

And then with the resumption of term, we 
welcomed back classes from Broomfield 
Primary, who arrive twice a week to enjoy 
reading books on a variety of topics which the 
Broomfield staff order in for them.

On Saturday mornings (from 10am-12pm) 
the library hosts a block builders’ club, which 
is growing in popularity with our youngsters, 
who can use blocks big and small to create 
whatever they like. 

The sessions are free – and 
we put the best creations 
on display. 

Community

Brumfelda News
Brumfelda had its first ‘formal’ meeting on 
Thursday evening, 23rd January, where 
officers were elected, accounts were 
received, and a constitution adopted. 

So – we are now ‘official’! We also were shown 
some 'new old' photos of one of the village's 
old houses, Butlers, recently acquired by local 
historian Neil Wiffen, and enjoyed a fascinating 
talk from landscape archaeologist Simon 
Coxall about what happens when human 
remains are discovered during archaeological 
investigations. 

Our next meeting is at 7:30pm on Thursday 
24th April at the Church Hall, St Mary with St 
Leonard, Church Green, Broomfield, at which 
we will have a talk on the wonder building 
material of Essex that is flint. If you would 
like to join the mailing list to receive further 
information about Brumfelda, including more 
detailed news of future meetings, please email 
brumfeldahistory@gmail.com.

Even better, if you have an interest in 
exploring various aspects of Broomfield’s 
long history, why not become a full member. 
Paid-up members of Brumfelda – that is, those 
who have paid the annual subscription of 
£20.00 – are entitled to free entry to quarterly 
meetings.

If you would like to attend and are not already 
a member of Brumfelda, there will be an £8.00 
entry, payable at the door. 
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Request a free brochure

www.ahminstallations.co.uk
01245 801648 

“AHM were professional, efficient  
and understanding all the way”   
Mrs Marion-Russell, November 2024

Let our qualified & friendly
team help you decide

Walk-in Shower
or Wetroom?

• Specialists in accessible bathing
• Free home visits and quotations
• Full design and installation 
service 

• VAT free for those with a  
long-term illness or disability

• Reduced costs for over 60s  
& less abled customers

• From walk-in baths, easy  
clean wall panelling to toilet  
lifters & bidets

• DFG & SSAFA Grant work 
undertaken

£1000 OFF!

Quote MERRY1000

Offer ends -  

20th Dec. 2024.

(T&Cs apply, see website)

£1000 OFF

a new accessible 

bathroom!

1st April - 
 

30th June 2025

(Ts & Cs apply,  

see website)

Helping people regain independence 
since 1999

Broomfield Cottage 
Gardeners Society 

Open Gardens 

Are you new to gardening?
Would you like to be able to buy potting 
compost, seeds and other garden sundries 
locally?

Membership of Broomfield Cottage Gardeners’ 
Society gives you access to our Trading Hut 
(aka the Barn) on Broomfield Allotment site 
(between 149 & 151 Main Road) Open Fridays 
10am – 11am and Sundays 10am – 12 noon.  

Why not drop in and see what we have to offer.
We also have 3 plant sales. A Charity Plant Sale 
on 18th May and at our Village Shows on July 
20th and September 28th. 

Come and see what we do and meet like 
minded people who can help support your 
gardening journey. 

If you are interested in learning more please 
email: bcgsshowsecretary@gmail.com, or 
call in at the Barn, Sunday Mornings from 
10am – 12pm. Find us on Facebook or at 
www.broomfieldcottagegardenerssociety.
co.uk.

Membership costs:  
Oct’24-Oct’25 just £5 per year (£4 for 60+)

We look forward to meeting you and sharing 
our love of gardening.



Christmas with the Friends. 
Our most recent event was the popular 
Christmas Stall in the Atrium selling ‘all things 
Christmas’ and we are delighted to announce 
that we made a profit of £352 on the day! 

Many thanks to our volunteers and customers 
who made our Christmas Stall a great success.

The Friends visited all 
adult wards to distribute 
Christmas gifts to all 
patients who needed 
to stay in hospital over 
Christmas. The Friends 
were very proud to 

donate funding of £2,000 to support this 
initiative.

COMING SOON!

1st and 2nd April 2025 
(10am – 4pm)
The Friends will be holding 
an Easter Book Sale & Tombola in the main 
atrium at Broomfield Hospital. Our trusty 
volunteers will be on hand to sell you Tombola 
tickets at £1 and find winners for our many 
prizes! You may even win the Giant Easter 
Egg... someone has to win it...! Hopefully we’ll 
be able to sell you a book or two at 50p (per 
hardback or paperback) as well! Looking 
forward to another successful event which we 
aim to be thoroughly enjoyed by all. Come and 
see us in the Main Atrium.

Both our shops accept donations of very 
good quality paperback books (no DVD’s)

WOMEN’S CLINIC: LAPAROSCOPIC 
TRAINING DEVICE

Members of the Friends’ met with Consultants 
Vidya Thakur and Paul Fiadjoe - who are part 
of the Gynaecology Team - to see how our 
recent donation of £9,405 has been put to use. 

The donation 
was requested 
to fund the 
purchase of a 
‘State of the Art 
Laparoscopy 
Training 
Device’. 
Laparoscopy 
is a type of 

keyhole surgery used to diagnose and treat 
conditions, such as ectopic pregnancies, 
ovarian cysts and hysterectomies. It allows the 
surgeon to use only small cuts and a camera 
for procedures inside the tummy or pelvis. 
This type of surgery is much less intrusive for 
the patient and as such enables them to be 
discharged from the hospital on the same 
day in most cases... which was great to hear 
and is definitely a patient benefit! Vidya and 
Paul gave us an interesting demonstration... 
explaining how the training device works and 
adapts for both right-handed and left-handed 
trainees. Paul showed us the 'toybox'! - a 
range of attachments that can be used to 
assist ‘practical training’ for many different 
clinical procedures. He also added that, in 
future, medical students will be able to have 
access to the equipment as part of their 
training. We enjoyed our lesson... our thanks 
to both Consultants for giving up their time to 
entertain us!

WE ARE LOOKING FOR TROLLEY VOLUNTEERS

If you like to keep fit and would you like to 
increase your daily ‘step count’... READ ON 
Do you like meeting people? Come and work 
on our Mobile Trolley Shop. We are looking 
for willing volunteers! Two volunteers’ man 
the trolley for a couple of hours each weekday 
morning, to sell confectionery and drinks to 
patients, visitors and staff. This is a welcome 
sight for those patients who are unable to 
get to our shops... and for staff who need a 
mid-morning snack! You need to be physically 
fit and be confident in dealing with both cash 
and credit card transactions. Full training will 
be given.

Community
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News from Broomfield 
Cricket Club 
Evenings are getting longer, and the 
ground is suddenly looking overgrown, 
this can only mean one thing, yes the 
cricket season is upon us! 

Winter activities, such as the indoor 
league, are coming to an end, the team 
have picked up some hard-fought wins 
and may end up 2nd, which will be our 
highest finish to date.

Our shiny new nets are waiting to host 
outdoor training sessions, no excuse for 
lack of practice this season!

Our Saturday adult teams are preparing to 
go again in Div 1 & 7 of the T-Rippon league, 
youth cricket is chomping at the bit, and we’ve 
also entered the inaugural H&E Sunday Village 
league, where our development squad will test 
themselves against the best of what the west 
of the county can offer. 

Colt training has already started via indoor 
nets, we’ll get everyone outside as soon as the 
weather allows.

This is a great time of the year with excitement 
building for the coming season, feel free to 
get involved by reaching out to the club via 
the website, we’ll find a place for you whatever 
your age or standard!

Sport & Outdoor Pursuits 

Thanks to Ron Barry for a lovely wintry 
scene taken on the footpath leading 

from Goulton Road toward Church 
Green – hopefully these wintry days 

have gone now…

find us on Facebook Broomfield TIMES 35



REPORT FROM 1ST BROOMFIELD 
SCOUT GROUP  

KANTANKYE CUBS
In November Cubs took part in Parliament 
Week with quizzes, games and a debate 
and vote on the theme for our camp in 
January. “Lord of the Rings” was the winning 
suggestion; this might have been helped by 
the Leaders voting too! The following week 
Cubs learned some useful skills; polishing 
their shoes, ironing neckers (scarves), cleaning 
windows and practising some useful knots. 

The next week we 
visited Chelmsford 
Railway Station for a 
very interesting Rail 
Safety talk, thanks 
to Jayne the Rail 
Engagement Manager 
for organising this and 
Darren for a great talk. 
Cubs then walked into 
the town centre to see 

all the Christmas lights and do a “run around” 
quiz.

Our last meeting of the term saw us delivering 
the Broomfield Times, we zoomed round very 
quickly then back to the HQ for a campfire 
outside and of course, some marshmallow 
toasting and campfire songs.

We finished the term with a Christmas 
Sleepover at the Scout HQ, Cubs went out on a 
night hike, following a map, they did well and 
returned to the HQ for pizza and a film. The 
hike must have worn them out, all slept very 
well!

This term at pack meetings Cubs have made 
an egg fly and hunted the wild haggis! The 
Sixers also organised a games evening, 
including challenges on the bouldering wall.

Lord of the Rings camp was very successful 
– great suggestion Noah! Cubs took part in 
various activities and challenges and earned 
points to help them in their journey from the 
Shire to Mordor… 

Lots of team work and strategy involved. They 
went through the caving simulator (Mines of 
Moria), did some air rifle shooting (Gandalf’s 
fireworks), had a go at archery, and finally, the 
indoor climbing (Mount Doom). Fire lighting 
was very challenging, sadly only one of the 
beacons of Gondor was lit… but at least the 
rings (one per team) were finally cast into the 
flames of Mount Doom. Certain members of 
the leader team were VERY keen on this theme 
and the Cubs really enjoyed the weekend, 
what a great camp.

Looking back over 
the past year, we 
have awarded 151 
badges in total! 
22 of these were 
“nights away” 
badges and we are 
really proud that a 
significant number 
of our Cubs have 
already achieved 
their 10 nights away 

badge. Our camps are a very important part 
of being a Kantankye Cub and we are already 
planning for Mega Camp, a huge County camp 
held in June for Cubs from all over Essex, and 
also our own smaller camp in May before that. 
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Over the rest of the term Cubs will be working 
on their Digital Citizen and Digital Maker 
badges, the Artist badge, the Navigator badge 
and the Chef badge. We are also looking 
forward to a fun swimming session and we will 
of course, be entering the District Swimming 
Gala.

2ND BEAVER COLONY 
This term at Beavers has been another busy 
one, we started the term learning about the 
family of Scouting, we are so much bigger 
than just Broomfield, and we looked at the 
membership badge we wear and compared it 
to some other country’s membership badges; 
they are mostly all similar, in that they have the 
fleur-dis-lysis but the colour and badge shapes 
are different. There are so many different 
membership badges for so many different 
Countries.

We celebrated Burns 
Night, with Haggis and 
games. We have worked 
on our Builder Badge – 
that was an awesome 
evening, we played with 
K’nex, to make bridges 
that would take a toy car 
up and over it, Beavers 
had to plan, design their 
bridge then construct it. 

We nearly had a quiet week as we considered 
Children’s Mental Health Week, thinking about 
how important it is to stop doing sometimes 
and just be in the present, to emphasis this we 
all went outside and walked round the field, 
looked at the sunset and watched some of 
the stars appear, with one of the planets quite 
bright, and the moon. Then when we went 
back indoors, we all worked on being ‘more 
positive’ about things – we made a positivity 
chain to go on our notice board – all of things 
we appreciate or like or are thankful for – it’s 
a long chain!! And there was a lot of love in it, 
we need to remember to tell those around us 
that we do appreciate and love. them and are 
thankful for them. 

The next couple of weeks we are working 
on our Handicraft entries for the District 
competition – can we win back that super 
trophy this year?

Thank you to our fantastic Parents who 
regularly come along and help out or should 
that be join in?

DINIZULU CUBS
This term we have been working on lots 
of badges to see us through to some nicer 
weather and watching out for how the seasons 
change. We worked on the Disabilities badge 
– there were some great discussions around 
lots of different disabilities, some you can see 
and lots you cannot unless you get to know 
another person. Bagheera was clearly in a ‘not 
so happy mood’ as she got us putting up tents 
in groups but we struggled as she blindfolded 
some of us, taped up fingers and thumbs of 
others and would not let some of us use our 
arm’s!!, it became quite tricky getting the tents 
out of the bag, let alone threading the poles 
through without being able to either see 
them or hold onto them! We did our best and 
eventually succeeded. 

Another week, just before the Big Birdwatch 
weekend we made bird feeders to tempt the 
birds into our gardens and outdoor spaces, 
we considered that by now there probably 
isn’t that much outdoors natural food for 
the birds to eat so they can come to rely on 
people putting out food for them, until the 
weather starts to warm up a bit. Some keen 
Cubs took part in the Big Birdwatch weekend 
and brushed up on their Bird identify skills – 
several spotted birds that were not on the list 
of garden birds we had been given, top marks 
to them for working out which they were! 
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Cubs celebrated Chinese New Year, it is the 
year of the Snake now, we learnt the story 
behind the different animal years, we prepared 
the veg to make some stir-fry and noodles, it 
was rather good, and Cubs made their own 
fortune cookies – some seemed to be more 
unfortunate than fortunate it turned out! 

We had an awesome sleepover at Ninja 
Warrior’s with the District – it was great! Cubs 
were on all the equipment until 9pm then 
supper, then to watch a film then we all slept 
on the bounce mats – Cubs were tired! Lights 
went on at 7:30am and it was more time on 
the equipment until breakfast was called, then 
home time for a well-earned rest! 

Cubs also took part in a whistle stop tour of the 
UK at camp last weekend. We set off in Northen 
Ireland and discovered the Giant’s Causeway, 
Celtic knot paracord woggles, Leprechauns, 
and the flags, we woke up in Wales on Saturday 
morning, and made shelters to hide from the 
Dragons that were going to be let loose later. 
We made Welsh cakes – everyone thought they 
were better than the shop bought ones even if 
slightly singed at the edges! 

We made our own 
Irish stew parcels 
for lunch – lots of 
potatoes! then we 
had to swim the 
Bristol Channel to 
get back to England, 
just in time for 
the Dragons to 

appear and chase everyone to their shelters. 
We watched a movie at bedtime about a 
family where everyone wore skirts and woke 
up Sunday morning to a hearty porridge 
breakfast in Scotland. It was a busy weekend 
and everyone had a great time.

We have some fantastic parents who regularly 
come and help at both meeting nights and 
camps, and we hope they have as much 
fun joining in as we do, they make running 
everything a lot easier. Thank you, parents! If 
anyone reading this thinks they would like to 
come and join in the fun – do get in touch, the 
more the merrier.

We’d also like to congratulate Steff Smith who 
was awarded the Award of Merit and Cerian 
Barrell who was awarded the Chief Scouts 
Commendation. We are also setting up a new 
Scout section called Jotnar on a Tuesday from 
Easter.Again we are asking for any volunteers 
to come and help at Wednesday Beavers or the 
new scout section on a Tuesday if you maybe 
interested or for an informal chat please email 
broomfieldcubs@live.co.uk.

We recently held our annual book sale at the 
end of February where we raised £7,175 which 
an amazing amount. Which goes towards 
helping our young people by subsidising 
camps and activities etc. Thank you to all 
who volunteered from setting up the whole 
week before the book sale, making cakes, car 
parking attendants, just to name a few. We’d 
also like to thank Clare at Tesco’s express along 
Broomfield Road for providing all the tea/
coffee/milk for the event and Kerry Clements 
the Community Champion at Morrisons 
Beaulieu Park for the donation of cakes for the 
sale.
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Ann Oliver 
Announcement – 
Life President
Following the sad passing 

of Alan Browning last year, Broomfield 
Football Club is thrilled to announce Ann 
Oliver as its new Honorary Life President. 

Ann has had a long association with 
Broomfield, having always lived in Broomfield 
and been involved with the club since her 
junior school days. “I am absolutely delighted 
to have been asked to become President of 
Broomfield FC,” said Ann.

As a child, Ann pestered her parents for a 
football, which she would kick against the 
house wall – much to their annoyance. She 
asked for a kit and would surreptitiously 
borrow her brother’s boots so she could kick 
a ball around ‘down the Angel’ with the boys’ 
team of the time.

Ann explains, “Several years later, I was asked 
to help out by the then - President, Ray Barford, 
and I got involved with Saturday mornings 
before taking on a team in the mid-90s. Now, 
I’m not one to blow my own trumpet, but 
ahem—we were the first junior Broomfield 
team to go straight into the Colchester League, 
and we won the Colchester Open Cup in our 
first season. We also took part in three rounds 
of the German Exchange, which is something 
we, as a club, should all be immensely proud of 
- there is nothing else like it in Europe.”

Ann was a committee member and later 
served as secretary for a number of years. After 
the fire at our old clubhouse, she took a step 
back but continued to follow the teams before 
becoming a Trustee in 2020 when the club 
officially registered as a charity.

Ann added, “Our club is 120 years old this 
year, and I firmly believe we now have one of 
the best, if not the best, setups in the East of 
England. 

"We raised the bar, and other clubs can only 
aspire to be like us. I have been especially 
proud to witness the club’s rebirth and the 
progress of girls’ football here. I was almost 
certainly born too soon!”. In recent seasons, on 
the club’s Presentation Day, Ann has presented 
an award in her name to an especially 
deserving female player.

Ann continued, “To be asked to take on this 
role is an honour, and although I have some 
big shoes to fill, it is my intention to attend 
matches and meet those of you who perhaps 
don’t know me already. I wish all of our teams 
every success, and may we continue to go 
from strength to strength.”

WHAT’S ON AT BFC
 

11th – 17th April – German Exchange. Many 
social events down the club inc Race night.
7th & 8th June – Boys Funday Weekend 
including Bar, BBQ, Music, External Stalls, Fun 
Stuff!
21st & 22nd June – Girls Funday Weekend 
including Bar, BBQ, Music, External Stalls, Fun 
Stuff!
5th & 6th July – Presentation Days including 
Bar, BBQ,
13th July – Jack Petchey Event, Bar & BBQ
26th July – Sarcoma Charity Event, Bar & BBQ
27th September – Quiz Night, Bring your own 
food / Nibbles!
9th November – Remembrance, joining forces 
with the British Legion.

Boys & Girls Funday Weekends … 
EXTERNAL STALLS WELCOME...
Contact Mick on 07790 328226 if you would 
be interested in running a stall both weekends, 
or Sarah on 07920 815709 if interested in 
sponsoring a tournament in exchange for 
advertising for a small fee? PLEASE NOTE: Cash 
& Card welcome for refreshments, raffle etc.

www.facebook.com/fcbroomfield 
www.facebook.com/broomfield.girlsfootball 
www.broomfieldfc.com 

CHARTERED STANDARD
CLUB
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