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	Minutes of a meeting of Broomfield Parish Council Village Amenities Committee, held 8 March at 7.30 pm in Broomfield Village Hall. 


	E23/029
	Members attending.

Chairman: Councillor Steed, Howell and Scott
Other members: Deputy Clerk Nicola Goulter, Events and Funding Manager for the village Hall Donna Hance
Resolved. Apologies were accepted form Cllr Perry and Cllr Faulds

	E23/030
	Declarations of interests
None received.

	E23/031
	To approve the previous minutes
Motion:  The last minutes of the Environment Committee meeting are accepted as a true record.
Proposed by Councillor Scott seconded by Cllr Howell

	E23/032
	Public Question Time. – no member of the public was present

	E23/033
	Financial Matters 
Were discussed on allocation of funds. 
Quotes received for Church Green 



	E23/034
	Children’s Playground
It had been approved to carry out work on the train in the play area on 14 December.
However, work has not been started. 

ACTION: To follow up GSG Building Services for a start date
Contacted GSG Building Services confirmed he was waiting on good weather. 
This should go on next times meeting. 


	E23/035
	To note the most recent playground inspection report
noted

	E23/036
	To receive report from village attendant
noted

	E23/037
	To receive health and safety inspections 
noted

	E23/039
	To consider review of the maintenance of the open spaces maintained by the Parish Council including options for re-wilding areas.
Waiting on reports – due in spring.
ACTION Meeting being planned for April with Danielle from wildlife trust.



	E23/040
	Church Green

A meeting was held with the residents of Church Green 
The minutes of that meeting are attached




In attendance 
Cllr Margaret Bleet
Cllr Ros Mercer
Cllr Les Steed 
Deputy Clerk Nicola Goulter 
Donna Hance – Taking Minutes 
19 residents 

Margaret gave an overview of the agenda for the evening explaining the key points and concerns of ourselves as a Parish Council and addressing the issues that have been brought to our attention from residents. 
An explanation was given regarding Church Green being a conservation area and how we are very limited to changes that can be made. 
It was clearly explained that Essex highways are responsible for the upkeep of the road and unfortunately the Parish Council can only suggest works there, it is up to highways to implement and maintain. 
The Environmental Enhancement plan was shared with residents who attended, this plan was designed to give ideas of how church green could be adapted and look in the future.  – it was explained that the City Council designed these plans but unfortunately there was no funding set side then and there still isn’t now. But it does give some interesting ideas on how the area could be developed if money was to become available. 
Margaret went on to explain the current issues for the Parish Council and residents

Sleepers degrading more so around houses 2-6
Parking on grass
Parking opposite people’s driveways – causing issues for residents. 
Kings Arms being closed, and rubbish being dumped in carpark. 
Potholes




Solutions 
Sleepers 
It was discussed that the sleepers need to be replaced, options for replacements were given such as wooden posts, like for like sleepers or granite bollards or sleepers. We have pricing for all but to protect our contractors we cannot share the quotes at present. 

Parking on the grass / opposite driveways 
South Essex Parking Partnership are in control of parking permits and enforcement. 

Nicola explained options that could make a difference, although all of these solutions come with time restrictions of around 18 months (inspections, applications and delivery), we can begin to start thinking about what would help all residents. 
•	Residents only parking permits 
•	Yellow lines repainted and applying for an extension of lines outside 2-6
•	Parking restrictions between certain times.
Kings Arms
Nicola has met with an acquaintance of the lease holder and removal of the rubbish is imminent.
Potholes
All potholes have been reported and most have now been sprayed orange, this means they are on the list for repair. 

Questions raised by residents 
Q. What is happening with the yellow lines that are currently there, are they being repainted?
A.  These have been reported and are on the list to be repainted with highways. 

Q. If we were to have resident only parking, how far would the ‘residents’ area cover – would it include main road houses and how many?
A. Nicola explained this would be decided on when the inspection of the suitability for residents only parking was undertaken, this would be part of their consultation. 

Q. Can we use some of the green space for parking?
A. Unfortunately this would not be possible because of the green space being protected as a conservation area. 
Q. Would it be possible for the Parish Council to buy the pub? 
A. Unfortunately in the present climate it would not be an option for the Parish Council to borrow money to buy the pub. 
Q. Would it be an option for the Parish Council to purchase the pub carpark?
A. Unfortunate the pub would not consider selling the carpark. 
Q. Would the Church be able to let residents use the Church Car Park?
A. Unfortunately the Church car park has a covenant on it for only use of the church.
Q. Could the road by the cottages be closed off vehicles? 
A. This could be a possibility but would have to be agreed by all residents and Highways would have the final decision. 
Two Questions sent by the Vicar,
Q. Can the church please have a sign on the church lichgate that it is no parking for residents?
A. This will be discussed further at our next environmental committee meeting. 
Q. We would like to run 3 events on the green this coming year, these are events that have always run pre covid, are residents happy with this? And are the Parish council?
A. Again this will be discussed further at our next environmental meeting.

The volume of traffic on main road was discussed as was the need for more crossing points for ease if bus usage. Margaret referred all residents to the neighborhood plan and the fact that we have made suggestions as to where new crossing points should be situated. 
Follow Up and Action points. 
1.	To contact Mike Steel re the Potholes and make sure they are all on the list for repair.
2.	To share notes of the meeting with all residents
3.	For the Parish Council to have a 5–10-year plan development plan in place in preparation for funding allocations in the future. 
4.	To email those who attend the meeting with QR code for PC newsletter, a link to the Environmental Enhancement plan updates about local events that may interest them.
5.	Book hall for 6 weeks to meet to discuss next stages 
6.	To invite Michael Hurst and Mike steel to the meeting.

To send an email to residents of the Chelmsford Plan and minutes of the meeting 
Motion- The committee have agreed rather than having sleepers we should get quotes for posts to prevent parking on the green.


	E23/041
	Parsonage Green
Waiting on wildlife report due in spring. 
A pipe has been reported from the driveway of the house on Parsonage Green an email has been sent to the resident asking for the purpose of the pipe not yet had a response.

Pipe is on Parish Council Land.

	E23/042
	Daffy wood 

	E23/043
	Community Garden
Donna Hance reported that the community garden will be situated in the David Smith field, 
in front of centenary wood.  The garden will consist of Raised beds accessible for wheelchairs. 
Seated areas, it will also consist of a sensory garden. 
Benches to be orders and a matching bin. Unfortunately, the bad weather has stopped work being carried out so far.


	E23/044
	Centenary Wood  
Waiting on wildlife report.
Committee agreed that we order snowdrops and winter Aconite to be planted in the woods or other wildlife plants.
ACTION: To order plants ready for planting 


	E23/045
	Trees/Coronation
Motion it has been agreed by the committee that the community garden named in accordance with the Coronation.
Donna Hance reported that there have been issue getting trees from the Council for the coronation. 


	E23/046
	Allotment Site/Association 
One plot has been taken over and another two potentially taken to be confirmed next week.
Mens shed will be arriving  shortly.



	E23/047
	Broomfield Enhancement
Hanging baskets have been purchased for the village hall it was agreed that we buy established plants for potting.
It was agreed on what type of benches be ordered and that they fit in with the benches in the community garden.
Benches to be placed under Oak Tree in Angel Meadows and the bottom right-hand corner of the meadow.
ACTION: To order new benches and plants

 

	E22/048
	Environmental Plan 1-5 years 
Waiting on wildlife report


	E22/049
	Grass Cutting
A meeting was held with the grass cutting contractor who gave his ideas.  A meeting will be held with Wildlife trust to finalise the details.
ACTION: to book date meeting to be held end of April.


	E23/050 
	Memorial Benches
Motion: It was proposed that we order two memorial benches by the committee
The benches to be placed under Oak tree in Angel Meadows and far right hand corner 
of the meadow.  I was agreed to match the benches of the Community Garden.
ACTION: to order 2 matching benches 


	E22/051
	Speed watch
No update 
ACTION: Deputy Clerk to arrange a call with Janet Willey from Essex Fire Services to finalise details.



	E23/052
	Chelmer Valley High School Litter
Chairman to speak to Cllr Bowman.

	E23/053
	Telephone Box
Motion It was proposed that the telephone box be lit up with a solar light it was agreed by the committee that one should be purchased.   Village attendant to paint the crest of arms a dull colour.
ACTION: Order paint for crest and light fittings 

	E23/054
	Litter Pick 
Another litter picking date coming up 25 March 

	E23/055
	Football Club 
Discussed useage of football pitch and lack of contact letting us know when they have had matches 
ACTION: To send a letter to football club asking for fixture dates

	E23/056
	Correspondence received.

A petition was received from the local children’s nursery regarding a waste bin being placed in centenary wood .

ACTION: Deputy Clerk to investigate the possibilities.


	E23/0057
	Matters for the next meeting.
Bin in Centenary wood 

	E23/058
	Meeting Closed at 21.20
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